Virtually all adult human beings understand the concept of right and wrong
(the sane among us, anyway). So, what do we do when we realize that we
have done something that is wrong? Forget it, explain it away, try to do
better next time, blame it on something or someone else. The fact is that
none of these things actually work. They may SEEM to work, but they do
not. Why? Because we cannot change what has occurred, that is why.
But, even though we can not make something wrong into something right,
God can. God offered up his one and only son in our place; for everyone
who truly believes in God and obeys him is forgiven by the precious blood
of Jesus on the cross at Calvary.

I like the above check because it puts the Gospel (The good news of God’s
gift of grace in Jesus) in terms that almost anyone can understand. For,

when we do something wrong, we all know that we will ultimately have to
pay for what we have done. Since we can’t pay the debt for our sins, Jesus
did. It is up to us to accept this FACT and obey according the the manner
that God has prescribed. Consider the following about how God made the
one and only way to be forgiven for our sins ...

The FACT of it – Jesus died on a Roman cross
Matthew 27 ( World English Bible )
31 When they had mocked him, they took the robe off of him, and put his
clothes on him, and led him away to crucify him.
32 As they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name, and
they compelled him to go with them, that he might carry his cross.
33 They came to a place called “Golgotha,” that is to say, “The place of a
skull.”
34 They gave him sour wine to drink mixed with gall. When he had tasted
it, he would not drink.
35 When they had crucified him, they divided his clothing among them,
casting lots,
36 and they sat and watched him there.
37 They set up over his head the accusation against him written, “THIS IS
JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

38 Then there were two robbers crucified with him, one on his right hand
and one on the left.
39 Those who passed by blasphemed him, wagging their heads,
40 and saying, “You who destroy the temple, and build it in three days,
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross!”
41 Likewise the chief priests also mocking, with the scribes, the Pharisees,
and the elders, said,
42 “He saved others, but he can’t save himself. If he is the King of Israel,
let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him.
43 He trusts in God. Let God deliver him now, if he wants him; for he said,
‘I am the Son of God.’”
44 The robbers also who were crucified with him cast on him the same
reproach.
45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the
ninth hour.
46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lima
sabachthani?” That is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
47 Some of them who stood there, when they heard it, said, “This man is
calling Elijah.”
48 Immediately one of them ran, and took a sponge, and filled it with
vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him a drink.
49 The rest said, “Let him be. Let’s see whether Elijah comes to save him.”

50 Jesus cried again with a loud voice, and yielded up his spirit.
51 Behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from the top to the
bottom. The earth quaked and the rocks were split.
52 The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen
asleep were raised;
53 and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection, they entered into
the holy city and appeared to many.
54 Now the centurion, and those who were with him watching Jesus,
when they saw the earthquake, and the things that were done, feared
exceedingly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God.”

The First Preaching of it (at Pentecost)
Acts 2 ( WEB )
14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and spoke out
to them, “You men of Judea, and all you who dwell at Jerusalem, let this be
known to you, and listen to my words.
15 For these aren’t drunken, as you suppose, seeing it is only the third hour
of the day.
16 But this is what has been spoken through the prophet Joel:

17 ‘It will be in the last days, says God, that I will pour out my Spirit on all
flesh. Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. Your young men will
see visions. Your old men will dream dreams.
18 Yes, and on my servants and on my handmaidens in those days, I will
pour out my Spirit, and they will prophesy.
19 I will show wonders in the sky above, and signs on the earth beneath;
blood, and fire, and billows of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before
the great and glorious day of the Lord comes.
21 It will be, that whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
22 “Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved by
God to you by mighty works and wonders and signs which God did by him
in the midst of you, even as you yourselves know,
23 him, being delivered up by the determined counsel and foreknowledge
of God, you have taken by the hand of lawless men, crucified and killed;
24 whom God raised up, having freed him from the agony of death,
because it was not possible that he should be held by it.
25 For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before my face,
For he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved.
26 Therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced. Moreover my
flesh also will dwell in hope;

27 because you will not leave my soul in Hades, neither will you allow your
Holy One to see decay.
28 You made known to me the ways of life. You will make me full of
gladness with your presence.’
29 “Brothers, I may tell you freely of the patriarch David, that he both died
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.
30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an
oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, he would
raise up the Christ to sit on his throne,
31 he foreseeing this spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that
neither was his soul left in Hades, nor did his flesh see decay.
32 This Jesus God raised up, to which we all are witnesses.
33 Being therefore exalted by the right hand of God, and having received
from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this,
which you now see and hear.
34 For David didn’t ascend into the heavens, but he says himself, ‘The Lord
said to my Lord, “Sit by my right hand,
35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’
36 “Let all the house of Israel therefore know certainly that God has made
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit.
39 For the promise is to you, and to your children, and to all who are far
off, even as many as the Lord our God will call to himself.”
40 With many other words he testified, and exhorted them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this crooked generation!”
41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized. There were
added that day about three thousand souls.
42 They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in
the breaking of bread, and prayer.
43 Fear came on every soul, and many wonders and signs were done
through the apostles.
44 All who believed were together, and had all things in common.
45 They sold their possessions and goods, and distributed them to all,
according as anyone had need.
46 Day by day, continuing steadfastly with one accord in the temple, and
breaking bread at home, they took their food with gladness and singleness
of heart,
47 praising God, and having favor with all the people. The Lord added to
the assembly day by day those who were being saved.

The Belief of it- As expressed in Baptism
Mark 16 ( WEB )
15 He said to them, “Go into all the world, and preach the Good News to
the whole creation.
16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who disbelieves
will be condemned.

The Power of it – The blood of Jesus
1 Peter 1 ( WEB )
18 knowing that you were redeemed, not with corruptible things, with
silver or gold, from the useless way of life handed down from your fathers,
19 but with precious blood, as of a faultless and pure lamb, the blood of
Christ;

The superiority of it - Grace
Romans 3 ( WEB )
21 But now apart from the law, a righteousness of God has been revealed,
being testified by the law and the prophets;

22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ to all and on
all those who believe. For there is no distinction,
23 for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God;
24 being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus;
25 whom God set forth to be an atoning sacrifice, through faith in his
blood, for a demonstration of his righteousness through the passing over
of prior sins, in God’s forbearance;
26 to demonstrate his righteousness at this present time; that he might
himself be just, and the justifier of him who has faith in Jesus.

Human solutions can not solve the problem of sin. God is our one and only
hope. God has made a way for us, but it is up to us to cash in our check of
forgiveness. Re-read the Acts passage above and do what those who
listened to the very first sermon did. Anything else is foolishness. Be wise
and follow God and do not lean on your own understanding.

