True Love

What does it mean to be romantic? Writing love letters, sending candy or a
“special” card or perhaps taking them out on a date to a fancy restaurant?
Well, those are things I did as a teenager, but the world has changed a lot

since the sixties. I read the other day that most kids do not place a priority
on marriage or having children and I believe it. But, to not even check your

smartphone while you are with your “special friend” - now that’s something!
It really shows that you love them, because, today, staying “connected”

seems to be everything. But, I wonder- what if the love of your life asked you
to do something that you really didn’t want to do; would you do it? Samson
did, and he lived to regret it (for awhile anyway).

Judges 16 ( World English Bible )

1 Samson went to Gaza, and saw there a prostitute, and went in to
her. 2 The Gazites were told, “Samson is here!” They surrounded him, and

laid wait for him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night,
saying, “Wait until morning light, then we will kill him.” 3 Samson lay until

midnight, and arose at midnight, and laid hold of the doors of the gate of the
city, and the two posts, and plucked them up, bar and all, and put them on

his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of the mountain that is before
Hebron.

4 It came to pass afterward, that he lGoved a woman in the valley of

Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 5 The lords of the Philistines came up to

her, and said to her, “Entice him, and see in which his great strength lies,
and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may bind him to
afflict him; and we will each give you eleven hundred pieces of silver.”

6 Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me where your great strength lies,

and what you might be bound to afflict you.”

7 Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven green cords that were

never dried, then shall I become weak, and be as another man.”

8 Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green cords

which had not been dried, and she bound him with them. 9 Now she had an
ambush waiting in the inner room. She said to him, “The Philistines are on
you, Samson!” He broke the cords, as a string of tow is broken when it
touches the fire. So his strength was not known.

10 Delilah said to Samson, “Behold, you have mocked me, and told me lies:

now please tell me with which you might be bound.”

11 He said to her, “If they only bind me with new ropes with which no work

has been done, then shall I become weak, and be as another man.”

12 So Delilah took new ropes, and bound him therewith, and said to him,

“The Philistines are on you, Samson!” The ambush was waiting in the inner
room. He broke them off his arms like a thread.

13 Delilah said to Samson, “Until now, you have mocked me and told me

lies. Tell me with what you might be bound.”
He said to her, “If you weave the seven locks of my head with the web.”

14 She fastened it with the pin, and said to him, “The Philistines are on

you, Samson!” He awakened out of his sleep, and plucked away the pin of the
beam, and the web.

15 She said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not

with me? You have mocked me these three times, and have not told me
where your great strength lies.”

16 When she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, his soul was

troubled to death. 17 He told her all his heart, and said to her, “No razor
has ever come on my head; for I have been a Nazirite to God from my

mother’s womb. If I am shaved, then my strength will go from me, and I will
become weak, and be like any other man.”

18 When Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called

for the lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come up this once, for he has told
me all his heart.” Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her, and

brought the money in their hand. 19 She made him sleep on her knees; and
she called for a man, and shaved off the seven locks of his head; and she
began to afflict him, and his strength went from him. 20 She said, “The
Philistines are upon you, Samson!”

He awoke out of his sleep, and said, “I will go out as at other times, and
shake myself free.” But he didn’t know that Yahweh had departed from
him. 21 The Philistines laid hold on him, and put out his eyes; and they

brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he
ground at the mill in the prison.

Samson knew who and what Delilah was; he should have known not to trust
her, but he was in love and eventually did as she asked. In spite of all his

strength, Samson was in reality, as weak as any other man when it came to

matters relating to members of the opposite sex. In fact both he and Delilah
took advantage of one another. Their motives were not pure, but God

worked the final days of Samson to the benefit of HIS chosen people Israel.
God does things like that- turning bad things into an ultimate goodness.

When I think of these things, I remember a passage from Paul’s letter to the
Romans, which says…

Romans 5 (WEB)
6 For while we were yet weak, at the right time Christ died for the

ungodly. 7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man. Yet perhaps for a
righteous person someone would even dare to die. 8 But God commends his
own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Now, that’s love!
And people worry about their smartphones...

